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had not yet realized that commerce is productive of sin, was
very gracious. He promised to look into the question of bull-
fighting, 'professed himself to be favourable to Free Trade, and
said all he could do should be done to forward it, but modestly
added that he could do but little.*
Metternich, whom he saw a few months later, talked to bfrn
incessantly for a long time, but not about free trade. He did not
therefore greatly impress Cobden, who thought that his appear-
ance suggested 'high polish rather than any native force of charac-
ter' and that his conversation was emore subtle than profound.9
After the interview he wrote optimistically in his journal:
He is probably the last of those State physicians who, looking
only to the symptoms of a nation, content themselves with super-
ficial remedies from day to day, and never attempt to probe
beneath the surface, to discover the source of the evils which
afflict the social system. This order of statesmen will pass away
with him, because too much light has been shed upon the
laboratory of Governments, to allow them to impose upon man-
kind with the old formulas.1
Austria and Russia were polite though not enthusiastic, but in
Spain, Italy, and Germany, his popularity was overwhelming. In
Spain he was likened to Christopher Columbus, in Italy he
was serenaded by musicians, while his German admirers presen-
ted him with a large sum of money. This annoyed Treitschke,
who hated him as a 'materialist* and said:
The transformation in England inspired the free traders of
all lands with victorious self-confidence, and during the ensuing
two decades their doctrines maintained the upper hand almost
universally throughout the civilised world. Every new discovery
which the century could boast had contributed to bind the
nations together, so that it seemed almost irrational to sever
them by hostile tariffs. A long period of the mutual concession
of commercial facilities began, and this favoured general well-
being. But in the end the old truth was realised, that the
home market is of much more importance than world trade.
The immense vogue of free trade doctrine in the mid-nine-
teenth century was due to Cobden, but the doctrine itself was
1 Ibid., p. 474.